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Riparian vegetation record sheet—Method 1

Site code

1. Bank vegetation
Estimate the following measurements for both banks along the total length of your site (reach). Measure
the width as the surface distance away from the water’s edge.

2. Introduced species
Record the presence of all listed plant species present in the riparian zone at your site.

3. Dominant vegetation
Mark the box for each bank that best represents the distribution of native to introduced riparian 
vegetation at the site.  

Dominant vegetation
Native species

Even between natives and introduced species
Introduced (non-native) species

Note: The species list should change in accordance with your project 
objectives—what plants are important for your program—and can include 
both native and introduced species.

The riparian zone is a band of vegetation along a stream or river that is directly linked to the stream.  
Riparian vegetation is dependent on the extra moisture provided by the waterbody, and provides leaf and
branch litter to the stream. The riparian zone selected for assessment should be relatively homogenous
and representative of the area. Highly disturbed riparian zones may be very thin and patchy.
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4. Riparian zone disturbance rating
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5. Riparian zone disturbance score
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Tip:  Use these diagrams to assist your selection.




